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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN RADIOACTIVE WASTE 
MANAGEMENT: DENVER SYMPOSIUM JULY 1976 

REF: ROME 12911 

1 . EMBASSY MAY DRAW ON FOLLOWING IN RESPONDING TO ANY 
ITALIAN INQUIRIES REGARDING THE SUBJECT MEETING: 

2. ERDA SPONSORED INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON MANAGEMENT 
OF WASTES FROM THE LIGHT WATER REACTOR FUEL CYCLE IN 
DENVER TOOK PLACE JULY 11-16, 1976. ATTENDANCE TOTALED 

800 OF WHICH 100 WERE FOREIGN VISITORS INCLUDING ITALIAN 
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3. OCCASION OF SYMPOSIUM AFFORDED ERDA ADMINISTRATOR 
SEAMANS OPPORTUNITY TO MEET ON INFORMAL BASIS WITH 
PRINCIPAL NUCLEAR REPRESENTATIVES OF THOSE COUNTRIES 
PERFORMING MAJOR R&D WORK IN RADIOACTIVE WASTE MANAGEMENT 
AREA FOR PURPOSE OF EXPLORING MUTUAL PROBLEMS AND ASSESS- 
ING POSSIBILITIES FOR INCREASED INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION. 
PARTICIPATION IN INFORMAL MEETING LIMITED TO COUNTRIES 

WITH MOST ACTIVE EXISTING PROGRAMS WITH THOUGHT THAT 
THESE IN BEST POSITION TO IDENTIFY WEAKNESSES IN EXISTING 
EFFORTS AND OPTIONS FOR FUTURE IMPROVEMENT. 

4. AD HOC TECHNICAL GROUP SET UP AT CONCLUSION OF 
INFORMAL MEETING TO FURTHER EXPLORE THIS AREA AND MAKE 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NEW OR EXPANDED EFFORTS AT INTER- 
NATIONAL COOPERATION. AD HOC STUDY GROUP WILL BE 
DISSOLVED ON COMPLETION OF THIS ASSIGNMENT (APPROXIMATELY 
SEPTEMBER 15). 

5. IF NEW OR EXPANDED MULTILATERAL COOPERATIVE WORK IS 
DEEMED DESIRABLE, IT SHOULD, IN OUR VIEW, BE IMPLEMENTED 
WITHIN EXISTING OR IMPROVED IEA/NEA MECHANISMS. THE USE 
OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS WOULD PROVIDE ITALY WITH THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATIVE EFFORT TO THE DEGREE THAT IT FEELS DESIRABLE. 
KISSINGER 
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